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| was excited when | arrived at the charity shop
because it was the first time in the new year. When
| arrived at the shop, | talked with my manager
about the winter holiday. | did a little customer
service. | solved the customer's problem. | worked
with the manager and two volunteers. | was
surprised a little bit because a dog came into the
shop with its owner and kept walking around the
shop. | was able to help the customers and my
confidence is improving.

(Oxfam Charity Shop GX)

The morning was spent with the children playing
with building blocks and singing songs. The
children were as energetic as ever. They were
lovely and cheered me up. In the afternoon they
read books and played make-believe. It was a very
tiring, but very good, day.

(Preschool Stars Nursery)

When | arrived at the library, | was really nervous
at first. The library was smaller than | expected. |
thought | was going to read children’s books, but
unlike that | was a little shocked because there
were no children, only elderly people, also the
library was quiet. My first job was to tidy the
books. It was an easy job. After | finished it, the
next big job was to find books which local people
had reserved. It took a really long time to find the
books and it made me exhausted. Afterwards, | got
a cup of tea and biscuits. | enjoyed the tea with the
other volunteers. | felt awkward because | couldn’t
understand the conversation as they were telling
really local stories. Also, they had a strong British
accent. Actually, | talked with a woman
who had visited Teikyo school, and she
complimented the gardens.

This experience was really challenging for
me, as | rarely talk with local elderly people,
but it was a good chance to talk to people
and learn the British accent.

(GX Library)

Today we read books, played with clay and did
some bowling. The children are cute and always
active, so | never get bored, and they enrich my
heart.

(Preschool Stars Nursery)

| was happy today. The reason is that a customer
thanked me. The customer’s mother had died of
cancer, but the organization helped her. | was very
happy to be told, “Thank you. You are doing good
work.” Today we worked together to choose
clothes for the mannequins. It was hard to decide,
but | was happy because some customers came
into the shop after seeing them. | feel sad that
next week will be my last week, but | want to do
my best and try different things.

(Thames Hospice Charity Shop)
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3. IB English Student’s Report : Don’t judge a book by its cover

I visited a mosque as part of my English class and it was a truly wonderful experience. It was my first time
visiting a mosque and before I went there I had no idea what a mosque looked like or what it meant for
Muslim.

I actually got to watch people praying. I asked the Imam, a person like a vicar in a church, “Do people feel
it's a pain praying 5 times a day?" Because for me as a non-Muslim I feel it sounds like a pain to pray
wherever I am, like in school or early morning. Surprisingly he said not really because Islam is part of
their lifestyle, not just a religious thing. They love God and they feel thankful for God.

For Muslims mosques are incredibly important places. I remember one Imam telling me that mosques are
the heart of the community, a place where they record their happy and beautiful life.

Through this experience I changed my perspective on the importance of mosques and praying for
Muslims. it's not just religious beliefs, it's part of their daily lives.

Before I went to the mosque, I thought it was difficult to approach them because they seemed
mysterious. But actually, they were so nice and kind. I learned Don't judge a book by its cover!! ‘
(KO2 IB student)
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Last week, the International Community Exchange Committee hosted a highly engaging speech
contest. Including our school, 3local schools: Eton, Harrow and St Bernards participated. From
our school, 4 students participated as presenters in this contest. Before starting the contest, we
had a special buffet and enjoyed a great opportunity to chat with local students. We could make
new friends and learn new English or Japanese phrases and vocabulary.

The beginner category tackled "My Dream House," showcasing creative and heartwarming ideas.
Meanwhile, the advanced students explored “3 ways to use Al to improve our life” presenting
thought-provoking and innovative perspectives. The event highlighted the students' incredible
talent and passion.

Overall, the contest was inspiring and demonstrated the power of ideas and communication.
We're already looking forward to next year’s event! (Head of the Committee)
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I went on a weekend homestay 4. I was really nervous before I went, but my host mother was
so kind and friendly.

I watched movies in English together, met and talked with my host mother’s friends, ate a
British dish, played games and visited many places.

One of the most impressive experiences was going to see a
pantomime of 'Robin Hood'. Pantomime is a traditional British
comedy show. It was really interesting.

Finally, I am very grateful to my host mother for giving me so
many experiences during these three days % . It was a very
happy and full weekend! (KO1 student)
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