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Macmillan Coffee Morning in TEIKYO
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Wednesday Course

Students are learning about single use plastics and how to reduce waste
in their Wednesday afternoon class. To find out what kind of litter people
throw away we did a litter pick near the school. We walked for about 500
metres and found an amazing 11kg of rubbish which included 38 cans, 23
glass bottles and 21 plastic bottles. Everything could have been recycled if
thrown away properly.

Next, we looked at how we can reduce the amount of waste we produce.
Students first arranged litter into a timeline from longest to shortest
decomposing times. They found out that paper can take about 6 weeks to
break down, plastic can take around 400 years and glass bottles can take
around 1 million years (but no one really knows).

To share their knowledge with other students and raise awareness of
waste, they created a poster quiz using real rubbish. To check the information is actually correct,
they buried different types of rubbish in the school garden. There is a mix of plastic waste and
more sustainable substitutes. We will dig up the rubbish in about 6 weeks to see if there is any
change.

In the final lesson on waste, students visited Seed 1, a zero-waste shop in Marlow. The shop aims

to cut the amount of packaging by asking customers to bring their reusable containers/bags when
they do their shopping. They also specialise in

selling reusable alternatives to items usually made
using plastic (e.g. straws, cups). The students enjoyed
listening to the manager explain about the concept
and history of the shop. Of course, they also enjoyed
doing a bit of shopping as well!
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